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FOREWORD

Two considerations have guided me in acceding to Prof.
Bhagvat's request to write a foreword to the first of the series
of Paili texts published by the University of Bombay. One is
that the publication marks a new departure in the activities of
the University and [ think I should take this opportunity of
explaining the idea underlying the publication which has been
undertaken by the University. The other is perhaps more
sentimental. [ regard it as a fortunate coincidence that it has
fallen to my lot to take some part, however small it be, in
encouraging the study of Pali in the University, which was, for
the first time, introduced in 1909, and to the introduction of
which my father, the late Sir Narayan Chandavarkar, who was
then Vice-Chancellor, referred in his Convocation address of
1910 as an important change. The I'ergusson College first
employed Prof. Dharmanand Kosambi to lecture on Pali in the
yvear 1911. Since that time Pali studies have steadily become
popular. This language has, however, had a chequered career
in the University, as it was once dropped altogether from the
syllabus of the Matriculation Examination, though it was subse-
quently restored through the efforts of Pali scholars.

The importance of Pili has been long recognized in Europe
and America, where Pali scholarship has attained great heights.
In India the late Sir Ramkrishna Bhandarkar was the first
great Pali scholar on this side, who stressed the value of the
study of Pili language and literature, not only for antiquarian
research, but also for a close understanding of our religious and
social problems, past and present.

In the West, Pili occupies a place alongside of Sanskrit,
and a knowledge of Pali is considered an essential part of the
equipment of a Professor of Sanskrit, or of an Indologist.
Scholars like Max Miiller, Oldenberg, Dr. Rhys Davids and
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Mrs. Rhys Davids, Fausboll, Geiger and others have, in
collaboration with fellow workers, given to the world some of
the best translations and the most accurate and carefullv edited
Pili Texts in Roman Characters. In fact the work of the Pali
Text Society in England and that of German and American
scholars bear eloquent testimony to the great interest shown by
the West in the study of Pali.

The University of Calcutta was perhaps the first Indian
University to recognize Pili in its curricula. Thanks to the
splendid work of the Maha Bodhi Society and of Bengal scholars
that that Province has given to the world some of the best
products of Pali scholarship. The University of Calcutta,
however, appears to have specialised in Mahayina Literature.
Bombay has devoted its chief attention to Pali.

One of the greatest handicaps in the way of Pali studies is
the variety of scripts in which Pdli texts are published. They
are printed in the Singhalese, Siamese, Burmese and Roman
scripts. The University of Bombay examines Pali students in
the Devanagar: script. If Pali studies are to be popularised
among the Sanskritists of India and scholars in Buddhist coun-
tries, it is necessary that all the texts of the Pali Canon, at any
rate, should be made available in the Devanagari script, which
is cominonly known in India. Isolated attempts by Pali scholars
in this direction have been encouraged by this University in the
past by the award of grants-in-aid.

The inauguration of a series of Pali texts published by the
University of Bombay is calculated not only to help the students
of the University in securing carcfully edited texts, but also to
give an impetus to the study of Pali generally and to further the
good work, commenced by the founders of the Buddha Society.

That Paili texts were rare and out of print was a standing
complaint of students. In order to remove this genuine griev-
ance, at the instance of Prof. N. K. Bhagvat, the University
made a provision of Rs. 1500 in the Budget last year for publica-
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tions of this type. Prof. Bhagvat very kindly offered his
honorary services as IZditor of the series of Pali texts which the
University undertook to publish. The present volume, the
Nidanakatha, is the first of the series. The series will include
books of the type of the Mahdavamsa or the Digha Nikdya or
the Thera and Therigatha, which will be edited for the first time
in the Devanagari script and will, it is hoped, prove an achieve-
ment worthy of the University.

V. N. CHANDAVARKAR,
22nd August, 1935, Vice-Chancellor,
Untversity of Bombay.
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PREFACE

The Pali Text of the Nidanakatha or the story of the
Epochs that is re-edited in the Devanagari and published by the
University is an Introduction to the Pili book of the Jatakattha-
katha or the Commentary on the Jitakas. The Jatakas or the
Birth Stories of the Bodhisatta, five hundred and fifty in number,
relate to the anterior existences of Gotama Buddha, while he
had not yet attained Buddhahood. This book was for the first
time edited by Fausboll in 1877 and translated by Dr. Rhys
Davids in 1880 under the title of ‘ Buddhist Birth Stories.” The
Nidanakatha was published in the Devandgari by Kosambi in
1915, but as the book is out of print a new Text of the Niddna-
katha had been re-modelled and now published by the University.
1 am indebted to Kosambi's edition for the numbering of the
Paragraphs, which is not done in the original book of Fausboll.
The University has prescribed this book for the Pali Students
of the F., Y. Class this yearand to remove the difficulty of
the Student-world, the University has come forward with
this edition.

Method followed in this Text: Over and above the edi-
tions of the Nidanakathd, mentioned above, the Burmese edition
also has been of great service to me in editing this Text. I have
found several readings quite important and I have incorporated
them either in the body of the Text or in the footnotes. Prof.
Kosambi has not included the Narasihagathas ( Para. 149 )
in the body, but I have followed the Burmese edition in regarding
those verses as forming a part of the Text. I have further
numbered all the verses occurring, which are not so numbered in
Kosambi’s edition. In Fausboll's edition, five verses, occurring
in the commentarial or exegetical part, or otherwise are not num-
bered in the serial order ; but I have regarded them as necessary
to be counted and therefore the number of verses according to my
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calculation is 312, while those in Fausboll’'s edition has come
up to 298, In editing the Devanagari Text, I have diverged
from Kosambi in the fact that I have done away with the
Avagraha (S). Instead 1 have freely used comma (). This
symbol represents either the punctuation, or the dropping of a
letter, or the merging of a letter in the process of sandhi or the
beginning and the completion of the direct speech. The free use of
the comma is a peculiarity of this edition. Further I have dropped
as far as possible the Anuswara (- )(Pali-Niggahita) and taken the
corresponding nasal and joined it to the next letter ; e.g., in the
word &q7, I have omitted the Anuswira on @, but the corres-
ponding nasal of ¥ is joined to § and so @#qA has beenarrived at.
In Burmese editions this is 2 common feature of the Text and
I have accepted it in this edition. The introduction of bold type
is by way of facilitating the studies of the Pali student. Proper
names, subjects or topics, enumerations or any technical word
are, for the first time, printed in bold type, but small type is
used in their case, if they are repeated. The use of the comma
and the bold type have been generally attended to, but it does not
profess to be absolutely faultless. It is an attempt or may admit
of lapses in the Text.

The title and scope of the Nidanakatha. The meaning of
the title is as stated before the story of the Epochs (Nidana). It
is a life story of Gotama from his first being the Sumedha
Brahmin to his being the Buddha or the Fully Enlightened One
and a real preacher and the head of the Samgha. The Periods in
the continuous life of Gotama are three: the distant ( Dare), the
middle ( Avidire ) and the proximate ( Santike ) ; and the author
believes that the presentation will be useful in properly under-
standing the beginning, the development and the consummation of
Gotama’s ideal. Buddhahood is the sum-total or the accumu-
lated perfection of all powers of head and heart and this cannot
be expected in one or two existences. (Vide: Para 126 Verses
283, 284). Itisin fact in striking analogy with the modern
view that “True growth in moral and intellectual power is the
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result of the labours, not of one only, but of many successive
generations.™ Buddhahood thus constitutes the most ideal per-
fection or evolution of the Personality through a long long pro-
cess. This is the doctrine of Dhammati. The Life of Gotama
i1s thus divided into three periods and thus described. The
name of the author is unknown, although in the introductory
verses, names of the Bhikkhus, Atthadassi, Buddhamitta and
Buddbadeva, are mentioned. Further, the book is composed
according to the traditions and the Method of exposition, obtained
in the Mahavihara of Anuradhapur (Ceylon), (Page 2) This book,
we are further told, is an improvement and easy help to under-
stand the story of Sumedha, as contained in the Buddhavamsa or
the History of the Buddhas. (Page 3) The latteris composed in
metrical formand therefore with the help of explanations in prose,
the work can be properly studied. In fact, for his prose statements,
he quotes stanzas from the Buddhavamsa. Innarrating the story of
Sumedha, the various similes (upama), leading to his renuncia-
tion are very effectively explained in prose. The presentation of
Ten Paramitas too is striking. The propriety of the explana-
tory passages and the glosses can be very well challenged. The
effect of the simple narration of Sumedha’s story is greatly
marred by them. After the story of Sumedha, the author gives
formal descriptions of each of the Twenty-four Buddhas, that
preceded Gotama. They are, however, mechanical and tedious.
They concern themselves with the details as the heights, length of
life, conversions, father, mother, Bodhi tree, etc., of those Buddhas,
The importance of Sumedha’s part throughout this long process
of time deserves our attention and has a value for us. In the
presentation of the Distant Epoch, in addition to the Buddha-
vamsa, the Cariya Pitaka is also freely drawn upon.

In the Intermediate Epoch (Avidiire Nidana) life of the Bodhi-
.satta begins fromhis life in the Tusita heavens. Mahamaya’sdream,
then his birth in this world as the son of Suddhodana, the Sakya,
the prophecy of Kala Devala, the prophecy of the Brahmin prlests,

* (Introduction : Buddhist Birth Stories, Vol. I, 1880, page liii. )
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his skill and wisdom, four visions, renunciation, his dire penan-
ces, Sujata's Payiasa, fight with Mara and attainment of Buddha-
hood—are the events described in this epoch. The author has
not restricted himself to any particular book ; but has drawn his
material from works like the Mahdvagga, Jatakas, Sutta Nipata,
Digha Nikaya, Majjhima Nikaya, Dhammapada. Theragatha,
Udidna and others. In the Proximate Epoch ( Santike Nidana )
Gotama'’s bliss of Nirvapna under the Bodhi tree is described.
His unwillingness to proclaim his doctrine, Brahman’s appeal,
foundation of the kingdom of righteousness, conversion of the three
Kassapa brothers, triumphal entrance into Rajagaha, the founda-
tion of the Samgha, return home, and presentation of the First
monastery to the Buddha, are the events described in this epoch.
Herein as before the author has drawn upon the Mahavagga, and
Cullavagga in particular. The book finds a fitting closure with
the acceptance of the Jetavanarama.

The Nidanakatha thus covers a very wide range. It must be
said to the credit of the author that he has mentioned the
important events and has not neglected the essential parts of the
life of Gotama. The book contains no doubt supernatural
element, incredible matter, digressions, and tedious repetitions
but with all that he has drawn upon available material and
tried to sift and express his own view. (Vide: Paras 128
131). If in point of details there are two views, he has
expressed both of them ( Vide Paras: 92,98,) The book in
fact indicates an attempt to write a comprehensive life of the
Buddha, as based upon all available sources of information and
written records. The Buddhist doctrine of Dhammata, viz., that
there are well defined stages on the path of Bodhi and that anyone
who wishes to be a Buddha, must pass through all of them and
when that is done, the result must come as a matter of course.
“This being present, this must happen” is the Dhammata.
Secondly, herein the doctrine of Paramitd too is fully set forth.
The doctrine of Arhatship, ultimately did not prove to be very
popular. The Piramitas are ultimately called the Bodhikaraka
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Dhamma3, °‘conditions of Buddhahood ' and as this was to be an
Introduction to the Jatakas, the author took an opportunity to
emphasize on this doctrine of Paramita and show how the
Bodhisatta perfected through his long peregrination these condi-
tions of Buddhahood. (¥¥=X SITaEFIR qRArErd Ag%#r). The
Paramita are not found outside; but to be located in one’s
ownself. When these conditions are fulfilled, the Buddhahood
must be won. The book contains many incidents worth reading
and full of noble sentiments and possessing literary value.
The following paragraphs are mentioned to illustrate this: 18-
20, 23, 35, 36, 42-44, 45-47,72, 75,77, 79-80, 84, 89, 93, 95,
104, 110, 112-116, 119-123, 130-131, 135, 138, 143, 146-151,
154. 156. This is a book, therefore, that should fit in as the first
book in the series of the Devanagari Pali Texts of the
University.

My thanks are due to the University and the Vice-Chancel-
lor. The foreword written by him sums up the view-point of the
University. I do Dbelieve that if the Pali Texts of the Tipitaka
are published in the Devanagari. they are sure to create great
interest among our people for Buddha's Literature. I have ex-
pressed my conviction in my Preface to the Jatakakathisandcho
in 1928. The University gave me an opportunity to work to-
wards the fulfilment of my desire. The President and friends of
the Buddha Society have also greatly appreciated this work,
undertaken by the University.

My thanks are next due to my Pali students, who have help-
ed me with great sacrifice of time and leisure. Mr. D. M. Tatke
prepared for me the first copy, while Miss Durga N. Bhagwat
and Mr. R. K. Acharya sat with me for hours together reading
and correcting.

The Karnitak Printing Press has, in fact, given me the im-
petus to undertake this work, by their most reasonable
terms, their excellent printing, and conscentious proof correct-
ing. It has been possible to produce this work, within such a
short time because of their co-operation.



In conclusion, the inauguration of this step by the University
will, it is hoped, be an important land-mark in the progress of
Pili studies on this side of India and will effectively supplement
the labours of individual scholars, and create a genuine desire
amongst the Sanskritists and oriental scholars for a proper
understanding of Buddha's teachings and their rank and value in
the role of Aryan Culture. )

Sugata Nidhidna, Khar, | N. K. BHAGWAT.
23rd August, 1935. J
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9 The Burmese edition adds #q1@gel. * We have embodied

these verses ( 297—305) in our text as has been done in the
Burmese Text.
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